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Maſter Speaker, : 


TE are now upon the point of giving 

" T2 ,« LYLE | '% WEI 
(as muchas in us.lies,) the finall Sen- 
renceunto death or life , ona great Miniſter 


of State and Peere of this Kingdome , Thomas 
Earle of Szrafford , a'name of hatred in the pre- 
ſent age by his Practizes , and fit tobe madea 
terror to future ages by his puniſhment, 
I have had the honor to be imployed. by the 
Houſe in this great buſineſſe, from the firſt 
houres that it was taken into. conſideration: it 
v'as a matter of great truſt, .(and Iwill ſa 
with confidence) that, I have ſerved the Hons 
in it with induſtry , according to my abilt- 
ry , but with moſt exact Hithfulneſſe and ſe-. 


CIECY' ; 
A 2 | And 


(2) 

Andas : have hitherto diſcharged my duty 
to this Houſe and to my Country, in thepro- 
oreſſe of this great Cauſe, fo I truſt I ſhall 
doe now 1n the laſt period of it, to God and 
to a good conſcience, . ES1 

I doe wiſh the peace of that unto'my ſelfe, 
and the bleſings of Almighty God to meand 
my poſterity , according as my judgement on 
the life of this man; ſhall be conſonant with 
my heart, ana'the beſt bf my underſtanding in 
CE 

I know well Maſter Speaker , that by ſome 
things I have ſaid of late , whileſt this Bill 
was 1n .agitation, I have raiſed ſome-preju- 


e f 


dices upon me ih the cauſe, 
 Yea.ſome” (1 thanke, them for the plaine 
dealing ) havebeene o free as to tell me, that 
I ſuffered much by the backwardnefle I have 
ſhewn in this -Bill of Attainder of the Earle 
of Strafford, againſt whom I had beene for- 
merly ſo keene, ſo ative, _ TS REY 


- * 
y 


Maſter Speaker, I begge of you and rhe 
reſt but 'a ſuſpenſion of judgement concer- 
ning.me.,, till I have opened my. heart unto 
you freely and Clearely 1n this buſineſſe. 

Truely Sir, I am ſtill the ſame in my opi- 

 nrons and affe&tions,, as unto the Earle of 
Straford; 1 confidently beleeve him the moſt 
Eu , dange- 


b 


(3) 
dangerous Miniſter, the moſt infupportable 
to free ſubjects that can be characterd. 

I beleeve his practices in themſelves as 
high, as tyrannicall, as any ſubje& ever ventu- 
red on, and the malignity of them hugely 
ag7ravated by thoſe rare abilities of his, wher- 
of God hath given him the uſe;, bur the De- 
vill the application. In a word, I beleeve bim 
ſtill that grand Apoſtate to the Common- 
wealth , who muſt not expe@ to be pardoned 
it in this world, till hee be diſpatch'd to the 
other. And yet let metell you Maſter Spea- 
ker, my hand muft not beto that diſpatch. I 
proteſt as my conſcience ſtands informed, I 
had rather it were off, 

Let me unfold unto you the Myfterie, Ma- 
ſer Speaker. 

I will not dwell nuchupon juſtifying unto 
you my ſeeming variance at this time from 
what I was formerly, by putting you in mind 
of the difference betweene proſecutors and 
Judges. | 


How. misbecomming that fervour would 
be in a Judge which perhaps was commen- 
dable in a proſecutor. Fudges wee are now, 
and muſt put on another perſonage. 
- \It is honeſt and Noble, to be earneſt in or- 
der to the diſcovery of Truth ; but when that 
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hath beene brought as faras it canco light, 
our judgement thereupon ought to be calme, 
and cautious. OY 

In proſecution upon '-probable grounds, 
we are accountable onely for our induſtrie 
or remiſneſle, but in judgement, weare deep- 
ly reſponſable to God Almighty, for its re- 
Qitude or, obliquity. In caſes of life, the 
Judge is Gods Steward of the parties bloud, 
and nwfſt give a ftri&t account for every 
droppe. 

But as I toldyou Maſter Speaker , I will 
not infilt long upon this ground of difference 
in me now, fromwhatT was formerly. 

The truth ont is Sir, the ſame ground 
whereupon I (with the reſt of the five to 
whom you firſt committed the confiderati- 
on of my Lord of S trafford) broughr:downe 
our opinion, thatiit was fit he ſhould be ac- 
cuſed of Treaſon , upon 'the ſame ground I 
was ingaged with earneſtneſſe in his proſecu- 
cion, and had the fame ground remained in 
that force of beliefe with'me, which till verie 
lately it did , I ſhould not have beene tender- 
In his-condemnation, But truly Sir, to deale 

plainly with you, that ground of our accuſa- 
tion, that ſpurre to our proſecution, and 
- that which ſhould be the baſts of my judge- 

7 ments, 


(5) 
ments, of the Earle of Strafſord,as unto Trea- 
ſon, isto my underſtanding quite vaniſht a- 
way. | 
___ This 1t was Maſter Speaker. 

His adviſing the King to employ the Ar- 
my of Treland, to reduce England. | 

This I was aſſured would be proved , be- 
fore I gave my conſent to his accuſation, I 
was confirmed in the ſame beliete , during 
the proſecution, and fortified in it moſt 
of all ſince Sir Henyy Vaines preparatory 
examinations , by the aſſurances which that 
worthy member Maſter Pymme gave me , that 
his-Teſtimony would be made convincing by 
ſome notes of what paſled at the 1upmto con- 
current with it , which I ever underſtanding 
to be of ſome other Counſellour, you ſee 
now prove but a Copie of the ſame Secreta- 
ries notes,diſcoverdand produc't in the man- 
ner you havcheard , and thoſe, ſuch difhoyn- 
ted fragments of the venemous part of diſ- 
courſes, no reſults, no concluſions of Coun- 
cels, which are the onely things that Secretas 
_ ries ſhould regiſter , there being noule at all 
of the other , but to accuſe and to bring men 
1nto danger. Oe, | 
Bur Sir, this 1s not that. which over- 
throwes the evide nce- with me, LY 

—_—_. "—_ 


__ FORT 
the Armie of 'reland, nor yet that all the 
reſt ofthe ſwnto upor.* their oathes,, remem- 
ber nothing of it. ra a oo 

Bur this Sir, which I ſhall tell you, is that 
which workes with me under favour, ito an 
utter overthrow of his evidence, as unto that 
of the Army of Ireland: Before, whilit I 
was a proſecutor, and under tye of Secrecy, I 
might not diſcover any weakneſle of the 
cauſe which now as a judge I muſt. Maſter 
Secretary was examined thrice upon oath , at 
the preparatory committee. 

The firſt time he was queſtioned to all the . 
Interrogatories, and to that part of the ſeventh 
which concernes the Army of reland, he ſaid 
poſitively in theſe words,I cannot charge him 
with that. But for the reſt, he deſires time to 
recolle& himſelfe, which was granted him. 

Some dayes after, he was examined a.ſe- 
cond time, and then depoſes theſe words 
concerning the Kings being abſolved from 
rules of government, and ſo torth very cleare- 
ly. Butbeing preſt to that part, concerning. - 
= Iriſh Army , againe can ſay nothing ro. 
that. 

Heere we thought we had done with him , 
till divers weeks after,my Lord of Northumber- 
land and all others of the Jupto , denyingto 
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have heard” any” thing i concerning” thoſe? 
words of reducing England by the Iriſb Army,” 
it 'was thought fit to examine the Secretary 
oncemore; andithen he depoſes theſe words, 
to have beene faid by the Earle'of 'Strafford to 
his Majeſty : you have an Army in 1reland,. 
which you may 1mploy heere to reduce, (or. 
ſome wordto that ſence; this Kingdome. 
Maſter Speaker ,- theſe are the circurnſtdh- 
ces. which I 'confeſſe with: my- Confeience, 
thruſt quite out of dooresthat grand Article 
of our charge , concerning his deſperate ad- 
vice-to/the King, of employing the '7riſÞ/Ar- 
mie heere. &® 0 HT hg $2; oe J Rks bo ; 
_* Let not this I beſeech/you, be driven to an 
aſperſion upan Maſter Secretary as- if he 
ſhould have {worne otherwiſe then he knew 
or beleeved;he is too-worthy to'do that; one- 
 ly- Jer thus much be inferd from it ,: that he 
- who twiceupon oath with time of recolle&i- 
on, conld not -remember any thing of ſuch a 
buſineſſe, might well a third time miſremem- 
ber ſomewhat : and in this buſineſſethediffe-- 
rence of one Letter, here for there, or that 
for this, quite alters the caſe , the- Iztter alſo 
being the more probable, ſince it is conteſt of 
all-hands,” that the debate then 'was'concer- 
ning a war with Scot/and, and you may re- 
. 4 B EW | mem- 


(8): 
member that -at,the Bar -he once {4id-to emm--\ 
ploy there: And thus Maſter Speaker, Lhave-- 
faithfully-given you an account what 4t-:18; 
that hath,blunted the edge 'of the Hatchet ; 
Or Bill: with | me trowards,my;Lord,of Seref-: 

: This was -that-wheteupan. I accuſed him 
witha free heatt, proſecuted him with. earneſt; 
neſſgand-had it! to. my underſtanding bin;pro- 
ved, ſhould have coridemned' him with-inno- 

cence. ' Whereas now I- cannot fatisfie my 
conſcienceto dot its. oo oh ht 
-Ypmofteſle L can have; no notie hot any:bo-. 
dies intent to ſubvert the Lawes treaſonably, ; 
but by force ;. 49d this deligne Of - force not 
appearing, all his other wicked praCtifes ean- 
ngt amount fo-high with me. :; | _ 

... I. can find amoreeaſic.end imore;naturalt 
ſpring, from-whence to defive all his other 
Crimes, then from-an intent to bring in Ty- 
ranhy:, and to! make bis owne - poſteriry..as; 
well CR Uusz :Staves 34S from TCYENGEC q from | 
Pride, from Avarice, from paſſion , and in- 
ſolence. of nature; WEI TN. 

; But had this of the Jriſh. Army beene pro: 
ved > would have diffuſed « complexion'of 
Treafon.over all, it would have beene a Vith 
indeed, to pind all thoſe other ſcattered / 

leſſer 


(.) 
lefler brayhes, as it were 1nto..2 faggot of 
_—O O _— ERR 
I doe not fay but the reſt may repreſent 
him a man as worthy :todye,, and perhaps - 
worthier then many a Traytor. I doe not. ſay 
Hur they,may quſtly dire us to Ena®t that | 
the like ſhall be Treaſan for the future. 
"But God keepe me from giving judgement 
of death on any Man, and of ruine to; his in- 
nocent Poſterity , upon a Law made, 4 Pofic- 
—_—. 5 
Let the markebe {ct on the dore where the 
Plague. is., and then let him that will enter 
"Tknow Maſter Speaker, there is in Pat- 
liament a doyble power of life and death by 
Bill, a Juha power; and. a Legiſlative: 
the meaſure of the one, is what's Legally juſt ; 
of theather , what is prudentially and poli> 
tickly fit for the good and preſervation of 
the whole.. But thoſe two,under favour, are 
not tabe confounded in Judgement. Vee 
muſt not” peece up wapt. of Legality with 
matxer of convenience, nox the defailance of 
rudentiall firneſſe, witha 'pretence of legal 
Tallinn, TEHS T bs R Ire PT 97: BP OT 
". To Fondemne my Lord of Str:ffor d judi- 


" 


cially as for Treaſon gy: conſcience is a9t | 
L3'EFa 7 . | > 
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aſſured 


| (10) | 16 TIM 
:q\flired: tar His 4iehtrdt will” Being e .\f. 
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And to doe. it by the Legiſlative. Dower, 
my-t6rſbn conſultively canriot agteero that, 
finceTam perſvaded, Phone 1 the Lords or 
the King will” pa 'the .B and! CO 
quently that* our” piſſing i.. Pop er IG 
of great diviſfions' and combultions, Wh; thi 
State. 

'And' therefore my HilirdiIe ady ies, is, "that 
laying aſide this Bill of: Atttinder*, wee: Pg 
think ofanother, ſaving only life, ſuch as may 
ſecure the State from my Lord of Srrafford, 
without endangering it, as much by diitign 
concerning his puniſhmet x , as, he hatH,en- 
dangetd 1 it by bispraQices, *. . 

If this may notbe hearkned unto, Tet me 
comclude:infaying' that 'nito, you alt, which 
I have! 'throughly {ridulcired! to mM ine owng. 
conſe iefice upon this" occaſion. . Let every 


manay his hand'upon his heart, and fadly. | 


confider what wee are' going to doe ins 
brearh, either Jaſtice or tra! wr 3 often 


the one'{ide,! or mirther heiphrned and's WE” 
vatedto'irs fupremeſk, extent., For as Ne A. 


ſais ſiy,that he'ivho lyes with bis fiſtkr co 


mits taceſt , but, he Nat marries his. ſiker ad 
hip'6r;by applying Gols Ordinthce to his 
Ct1 me': 0 oabileſ he that commits mur- 


ther 


IS one 


—  F. - 
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_ heriwith-the frond rf Tuſtiveq toightths 
" that crimeto themtmoſt) 1753 01197 yor 
1.1) The. danger being ſo-great, and the.caſe ſo 
doubrfull ;: that T.ſeerhebeftifcawytrs-intdia - 
metzall appoſiti6nooncerginy itf}>Eotiever y 
man ivipe hiskeartns hedoes his:eygs , when 
he would judge-of a: nicerand ſubtile. object, 
The eye it it be pretin&ted with any colour, 
is vitiated in its diſcerning. Letus take heed. 
ofa blood-ſhotten eye of Judgement. 

Let every man purge his heart cleare of 
all paſſions; (1know this greatand wiſe bo- 
dy politicke can have none, but Iſpeake to 
individuals from the weakenefle which 1 find 
in my ſelte.) Away with all perſonall anij- 
moſities, away with -all flatteries to the peo- 
ple,'in being the'ſharper againſt him, becauſe 
he is odious to them , away with all feares, 
leaſt by the ſparing his blood they may be 
incenſt ; away with all ſuch conſiderations, 
as that it is not fit fora Parliament ,-thatone 
accuſed by it of Treafon (hould eſcape with 
life. 

Let not former vehemence of any againſt 
bim, nor feare from thence, that he cannot be 
ſafe while that man lives , bean 1ngredient in 
the ſentence of any one of us. 

Of all theſe corruptive of judgement, Ma- 
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- Maſter Speaker, 1 doe befort God! - wa 
"oF ſelfe ts he uttermoſt of my power, : 

Anddowitha:cleare Conſcience wafh my | 
-; hands of-this:mans blood, by this I: 
V-19\ --proteſtationg! chat my Vote goes not - 
wives 6 the Earle of - 
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